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April 22, 1772. 


TRUCK with Compaſſion for the 
Miſeries of thoſe unfortunate Men, 
who are cruelly ** ſecluded from all the 
Comforts and Advantages of Society for 
inconſiderable Debts,” the Author of this 
Diſcourſe determined to attempt ſome- 
thing, on his part, for their Relief. And 
well knowing the Benevolence and Cha- 
rity of thoſe Congregations with whom he 
has the Happineſs to be connected, he re- 
ſolved to ſolicit from the Pulpit their 
humane Aſſiſtance. He was not diſap- 
pointed in his Hopes; an handſome Col- 
lection was made; and, to his great Satiſ- 
faction, a general Approbation of the Un- 
dertaking expreſſed. Nor was Money 
alone imparted freely: A Set of Gentle- 
men, with the utmoſt Readineſs, formed 
themſelves into a Committee for the Diſtri- 
bution of the Charity ; and, with uncom- 
mon Pains and Application, ſought out the 
proper Objects, and relieved them. It is 
ſcarce to be credited, that ſo much Good 
A 2 could 
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could be done with ſo ſmall a Sum ; but 
the Merit of this is wholly due to. the 
Gentlemen of the Committee, who have 
ſpared no Toil, nor omitted any Meaſures, 
to diſcharge their Truſt, and diſtribute the 
Beneficence received, in the moſt advan- 
tageous and conomical Manner. 

The Miſeries and Diſtreſſes to wht 
they were Witneſſes, in their Examination 
of the ſeveral Gaols, ſo ſtrongly im- 
preſſed their Hearts, and ſo many proper 


Objects ſtill remain to be diſcharged, that 


they unitedly requeſted the Author of this 


Diſcourſe to print. it, with an Account of 


their Proceedings; that not only the Con- 
gregations, who had fo kindly adminiſtred 
to the good Work, might be encouraged 


to perſevere in the ſame Labours of Love, 


by ſeeing the happy Fruits of their Libe- 
rality, but that the Public alſo might be 
ſtimulated to a laudable Imitation, and 
help forward the charitable Deſign. 
Happy will the Writer think himſelf, 


if a Compliance with this Requeſt of 
his Friends can by any Means advance 


the benevolent Work ; he readily appro- 
priates his little Eſſay (deſigned and pen- 
ned, in the Fulneſs of his Heart, ſolely for 


the Day) to that End; and heartily wiſhes 
it 


1 1 | 
it may ſerve to procure ſuch a Supply from 


the Generous and Humane, as will enable 
the Committee to perfect their hoſpitable 
Purpoſes, and to open the Priſon- Gates to 
every induſtrious and deſerving Priſoner. 
It may be proper juſt to ſignify, that 
this Relief has been, and is intended to be, 
confined to thoſe, who could not avail 
themſelves of the preſent Infolvent Act; 
and who, therefore, are doubtleſs greater 


Objects of Commiſeration; ſince without 


ſome ſuch Aſſiſtance as the preſent, they 
may continue Years in Priſon, miſerable 
in themſelves, and uſeleſs to the Commu- 
1 2 "> 

Five Guineas have been already ſubſcrib- 
ed by a benevolent Friend of the Author's, 
whoſe Liberality does Credit to his exten- 
five Fortune: And this, we flatter ourſelves, 
will be conſidered, as the Beginning of a 
new Subſcription for the unhappy Objects 
here recommended ; which Subſcription 
will be received either by the Committee, 
who will continue to meet every Y/eaneſ- 
day Evening at the Thatched Houſe, St. 
Fames's-flreet ; where the Company of 
every Contributor will be eſteemed a Fa- 
vour; or by any of the . Bookſellers, whoſe 
Names are found in the Title-page. 
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Thatched-Houſe Tavern, St. Jamis's, 

5 April, 16, 1772. 

The Committee appointed to diſtribute the Mo- 

ney collected for the Relief of Perſons con- 
fined for ſmall Debts 


R E P O R T, 


HAT out of 109 Supplicants for this Cha- 
I rity, they ſelected 34, moſt of whom have 
large Families, and appeared to be uſeful Mem- 
bers of Society: Some of them were confined 
only for their Fees, and the Debts of the others 
the Committee compounded on the beſt Terms 
they could. The Objects who were aged 
and infirm, are reſtored to their Friends; others, 
who were with their Wives and Families in 
Priſon, are reſtored to the Manufactures wherein 
they were ſkilled ; particularly four Manufac- 
turers, with their Wives and twenty-three Chil- 
dren, were taken out of Priſon for the trifling 
Sum of 15]. 1s. gd. except one of the Women, 
who died of a broken Heart and the Gaol Diſ- 
temper, before Relief could be adminiſtred. 
The Utility of this Charity to the Public will 
appear, from the Confideration that every Man's 
Labour may be eſtimated, at an Average, to be 
worth to the Community 2s. 6d. per Day, or 
£39 a Year: So that the Confinement of the 
four Manufacturers abovementioned, occaſioned 
a loſs to the Public at the Rate of C. 186 an- 
nually, over and above what the Women, and 
ſome of the Children, might have earned; all 
of whom, by a voluntary Confinement with the 
Father, were not only prevented from ſuch 


Earnings, 


| F vii -] * 
Earnings, but became liable to the Conſe- 
quences of habitual Indolence, Filth, Diſeaſe, and 
Vice; and probably, in a ſhort Time, would have 
e nuiſances to the Public, and obnoxious 
to the Penal Laws. 

Of the remaining 75 Suppliants, 19 appear 
to be the greateſt Objects of Compaſſion, all of 
whom may be diſcharged for leſs than one Hun- 
dred Pounds: And of the reſt, many are ſuch 
as well deſerve to ſhare the Mercy of the Pub- 
lic; if it were poſſible, by future Contributions, 
to extend that Mercy to them. But thoſe who 
with to know more reſpecting theſe unfortunate 
Men,' may be fully ſatisfied by applying to the 
Committee at the Thatched-Houle.; where they 
may read the Petitions, and hear a true State 
of the Difficulties and Diſtreſſes of the Pri- 
ſoners at preſent confined : For, willing to pre- 
ſerve, amidſt their charitable Aid, a' Delicacy - 
and Regard to the Unfortunate, it is hoped the 
Public will judge it not improper, that all men- 
tion of Names is omitted, 


N. B. Since the above was written there has 


been received from eg f- $. . 
W. Baynton, Eſq; wm”. © 08 
C. D. (a Bank Note of) —— 10 0 o 
Mr. R. Dixon, — 0 10 6 
B. VW. — — — o 10 6 
Anonymous, by Mr. Willis — 1 1 © 
Sundries, by Mr. Steuart,— o 10 6 
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MATT, Ch. xxv. Ver. 36, latter part. 


I WAS IN PRISON, AND YE CAME UNTO ME. 


A MONGST that variety of argu- 
ments, which tend to demonſtrate 
the truth and divine original of the Chriſ- 
tian Faith, there is none more perſuaſive 
and convincing than that which is drawn 
from the Spirit of this Faith; from that 
humane and benevolent diſpoſition which 

it inculcates, as its great and diſtinguiſh- 
ing characteriſtick. Every Precept laid 
dove by the wiſe and gracious Author of 
this Religion is replete with Good- will to 
Man: Every Action of his Life emphati- 
cally expreſſes the ſame benign Tendency: 
nay, and as Love, univerſal Love to all Man- 
kind, conſtitutes, if I may ſo ſay, the very 
Sum and Subſtance of his Doctrine, ſo he 

has poſitively declared it the eſſential badge 
and mark of all his true Diſciples. Thzs zs 
My Commandment, my peculiar and diſ- 

B tinguiſhing 
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2 Por the RELIEE 


tinguiſhing Commandment, at ye love 


one another : By this ſhall all Men know 


that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have Love 
one to another. 

Treading in the ſteps of their Divine 
Maſter, well informed of his Doctrine, 
and full of his Spirit, his immediate Suc- 
ceſſors in the great Work of propagating 
the Goſpel were diligent to inculcate the 
ſame Maxims of Humanity. Hear how 
St. Paul expreſſes himſelf on the ſubject, 
in his 12th Chapter to the Romans ;—a 
Chapter more fraught with ſublime Mo- 


rality than the moſt elaborate Treatiſes of 


Antiquity. Let Love be without Diſimu- 
lation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to 
that which is good: Be kindly aſfectioned one 
towards another, with brotherly Love; in 
Honour pr:ferring one another, — Diſtributing 
to the Neceſſity of the Saints; given to Ho, 
pritality. Bleſs them who perſecute you : 


Bleſs, and curſe not. Rejoice with them 


that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. 
Oue no Man any thing, but to love one 


another : For he that loveth n hath 


fulfilled the Law. 

And, in perfect conformity with theſe 
heavenly, theſe 2 and bleſſed ſenti- 
ments, 


1 
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ments, the divine St. John,—who lay in 
the boſom of Jeſus, and thence imbibed, 
as it were, the very Soul of Love,—ex- 
horts, with his uſual ſweetneſs and affec- 
tion, Beloved, let us love one another; for 
Love is of God, and every one that loveth, is 
born of God, and knoweth God. He that 
loveth not, knoweth not God; for Gop is 


-Lovs. If we love one another, God, that 


pure eſſential Love, dwelleth in us, and his 
Love is perfected in us. - 

So ſhining a mark of Excellence and 
Superiority ſtamped upon the Religion of 
Chriſt, cannot fail at once to convince us 
of its Truth, and to prove it worthy of 
the exalted Source from whence it is de- 
rived ; worthy of the wiſe and univerſal 
Parent of Mankind. Solicitous, in the 


_ boundleſs riches of his benignity, for the 


welfare of thoſe Creatures whom his ſove- 
reign hands have formed, he hath been 
pleaſed not only to interweave in the very 
texture of their inmoſt Nature a ſtrong 
Principle of Sympathy, Humanity, or 
Compaſſion ; a Principle, which we find 
powerfully operating, as well amidſt 
the wildeſt Hordes of the Tartars, as 
. the moſt poliſhed European Na- 
1 tions; — 
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tions ;—But, to encourage and improve 
«this Principle, to exalt and ſublimate it 
even to a divine perfection, He hath con- 


ſtituted the active and univerſal diſplay of 


it, to be the great, the indiſpenſible cha- 
racteriſtic of that important Revelation 
which he hath made by his only- begotten 
Son. A Revelation fraught with innu— 
merable Bleſſings to Man; but by nothing 
more amply atteſting the Almighty's Wiſ- 
dom and Goodneſs, than by the forcible 
manner in which it enjoins Univerſal Cha- 


rity, Univerſal Good-will; a Spirit -of 


unbounded Love, of unlimited Mercy 
and Tenderneſs to all the human race, 

A Divine Revelation, delivered to free 
moral Agents, and to be propagated by 
human means, muſt and can have only 
ſuch influence and effects, as are con- 
ſiſtent with thoſe Agents, with thoſe 
means. It can urge no irreſiſtible force: 
It muſt, it can operate on free and rational 
minds only by the means of moral Sua- 
ſion. And hence we may fully ſatisfy 


ourſelves whence it comes to paſs, that al- 
though the Chriſtian Religion inculcates 


in this ſtrong emphatic manner the prac- 


tice of -Univerſal Benevolence and Love, 
| | yet 
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yet ſo many are found, in Countries pro- 


fefling that Religion, not only void of 
each, but palpably actuated by the prin- 


ciples diametrically oppoſite. The fault 


lies not in the Religion, or in the Doc- 


trine; but, unqueſtionably, with thoſe 


who receive it not in its Truth and Perfec- 
tion; hardening their Minds againſt it, 
and encouraging Diſpoſitions, which are 
not more contrary than they are hateful 
and pernicious. Indeed, if on this ac- 
count any reaſonable objection could be 
urged againſt the Chriſtian Syſtem, (which 
certainly there cannot) aſſuredly the ſame, 
or even a ſtronger objection might be 


_ urged againſt the very Being and Excel- 


lence of that Principle of Sympathy or 
Compaſſion, which we have remarked to 


be implanted and interwoven in the Hu- 


man Nature. For, if the Malevolent and 
Uncharitable act contrary to the Principles 
of their Chriſtian Faith, they certainly 
act as contrary to that great Law of God, 
impreſſed upon their Nature: and of con- 
ſequence, before we can draw any conclu- 
ſions derogatory to that Faith, we muſt 
draw concluſions, as derogatory to that 
Principle; which I ſuppoſe will never be 


allowed; 


«| 
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6 For the RELIEF 
allowed ; all the World agreeing to ho- 


nour and eſtimate that Principle in the 


higheſt degree. And therefore, upon the 
ſame foundation, the Chriſtian Religion 


muſt ſtand equally free from blame or 


cenſure. 

But though I have ſaid thus much to 
remove a difficulty, which ſome have 
preſſed with ſeeming triumph, and others 
of better minds have felt with ſome diſ- 
quietude ; yet it is a fact not to be de- 
nied, that wherever the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion hath been ſpread and propagated, - 
and eſpecially where it hath been pro- 
feſſed in its greateſt Purity, a ſpirit of Hu- 
manity and Benevolence hath diffuſed it- 
ſelf: Mankind have become more civi- 
lized and more compaſſionate : A thouſand 
barbarous cuſtoms and practices, which, 
if need were, I could eaſily enumerate “, 
have been diſcountenanced and diſuſed : 
and the Spiritof the Religion of Jefus hath 
palpably and extenſively diſplayed itſelf 
in the human heart and manners. 

It is with a ſingular ſatisfaction that I ob- 


ſerve we need not go further than our own 


* See Doctor Robertſon's admirable Sermon on the 
time of Chriſt s appearance in the World, 


KiNG- 
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KN Dom for a ſufficient teſtimony to the 


truth of what I have advanced. Conſider 
it in the times of barbarous Uncultiva- 
tion; conſider it in the days of Darkneſs 
and Idolatry; nay, conſider it, even 
when more refined and civilized, yet under 
the bondage of Popiſh Superſtition and 
Ignorance ; and then compare it with its 
preſent ſtate ; when Truth. ſhines with 
undiminiſhed ſplendor ; when Liberty 
of Conſcience and Free Enquiry are uni- 
verſally allowed and indulged; when 
the Faith of Chriſt is profeſſed in as much 
Purity, and underſtood with as much pre- 
ciſion, as perhaps in any Age; and 
then ſay, Do we not plainly trace out in 
the Character and Manners of our Times, 
the high Influence of the genuine Spirit of 
that Faith? the Influence I mean of that 
Humanity, that Benevolence whereof I 
have been ſpeaking. p 

For though, unqueſtionably, many 
Vices andEvilsabound amongſt us,—Evils 
and Vices, which, it is to be feared, will 
always abound more or leſs in a great, a 
wealthy, and a populous Nation like this; 


though the ſerious eye diſcerns, and the 
feeling heart laments many, far too many 


deviations 
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viations from the paths of Truth and 
Virtue: Yet, ſurely, it is not to be con- 
troverted or denied even by the moſt mi- 
ſanthropic and ſevere, That a Spirit of 
Humanity characteriſes our Nation.“ The 
Hearts of Engliſhmen are as tender to feel, 
as their Hands are ready to relieve. 
Amidſt the moſt ſhining | inſtances. 


of intrepidity and courage, our Heroes 


abroad have given teſtimony to this Na- 
tional Spirit by deeds of the moſt exten- 
five Benevolence and humane Compaſſion: 
While our Countrymen at home have not 
been behind hand with them in ſuecour- 
ing Diſtreſs, and applying the lenient hand 


> of Mercy and Relief to Sorrow and Suf- 


fering, in whatever mw m _ pre- 
ſented themſelves. 
For my own part, I'cannot bus feliecls 


tate my Country on the prevalence of a 


Spirit at once ſo honourable and fo advan-+ 


tageous: A Spirit, which, while it does 


credit to Human Nature, is, and muſt 
be highly acceptable to the great Being 


ho formed that Nature; and appointed 
_ - Love, appointed Benevolence, as its cha- 
racteriſtic Law | May we not reaſonably 
A. hope, 2 Beloved, that the prevalence of 
e this 
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this Spirit, ſo eſtimable in the ſight of 
God our Saviour, will plead with his 
Mercy, ſtrongly plead in behalf of our 
Nation, ſo eminently bleſt and favoured 
by him; will ſtand in the gap between 
us and our manifold offences, and ſecure 
to us, through many Generations, thoſe 
high felicities ſo peculiarly our own! _ 

Oh may his Goodneſs not only bleſs 
our land with every defirable Blefling ; 
not only pour forth more abundantly into 
every heart. that Spirit of Benevolence, 
which hath already been productive of 
ſo many laudable undertakings ! But may 
his providential Care proſper and ſuc- 
ceed every ſuch undertaking! May the 
dew of his Mercy fall richly upon every 
good, every compaſſionate deſign, and 
cauſe each one of them to flouriſh abun- 
dantly, and bring forth the moſt defirable 
fruits, to the encouragement and ſatisfac- 
tion of the Promoters, to the advantage 
and comfort of thoſe who partake 
them!“ 


+ It is to be hoped this ſhort Quotation from a 
Diſcourſe before publiſhed, will be pardoned and al- 
lowed by the Candid, as the preſent was never de- 
ſigned for Publication. See Sermon before Gover- 
nors of the Magdalen, preached at St, George's 
Hapover-ſquare. 


But, 
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But, while thus felicitating ourſelves 
and our Country on the prevalence of the 
genuine ſpirit of Chriſtian Benevolence 
and Mercy amongſt us; while wiſhing 
proſperity and good luck in the name of 
the Lord to every Inſtitution and to every 
effort of that merciful and philanthropic 
Spirit; you will allow me to requeſt 
your more particular attention at preſent 
to an Object, which appears to have an 
high claim on our Humanity; and which 
will afford you, my Brethren, an ample 
opportunity to verify the obſervations we 


have made on our National Spirit and ; 


Character. = oP 
The Object I wiſh to recommend, is 
20 The Relief of poor Debtors, confined 
in Priſon for ſmall Debts.” 
a It is not by any means my purpoſe to 
enter at large into the Conſideration of Im- 
priſonment for Debt; a topic at preſent 
much agitated, and doubtleſs extremely 
important. The ſubject is not only far 
too complicated in itſelf, but certainly, in 
a great meaſure, foreign to the buſineſs 
of this place. Leaving it therefore to thoſe 
venerable Sages of the Law, with whoſe 


P Juſtice, and Humanity, the ſa- 
cred 
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cred Rights of Engliſhmen are ſecurely 
lodged; I ſhall only juſt obſerve, that 
though Compaſſion would ever incline me 
to take the {ide of the unfortunate Debtor 
yet due Conſideration ſhould be paid to the 
Claims of the Creditor ; or the Intereſts 
of Society may be wounded even more 
by a too indulgent lenity, than by what 

ſome may ſuppoſe, a too rigid ſeverity. 
But, whatever may be neceſſary in ſuch 
caſes and circumſtances for the Intereſts 
of Society, one poſition may be laid down, 
and will be received, I apprehend, with 
the general ſuffrage :  ** That thoſe un- 
happy perſons, who, by a ſeries of mis- 
fortunes, have been reduced to a ſtate of 
Inſolvency, and have honeſtly and unre- 
ſeryedly given up their All, ought not, 
upon any of the Principles of Humanity 
or Policy, to be confined in Priſon, and 
reſtrained from a poſſibility of procuring 
their bread, or of doing juſtice to their 
Creditors.” And I am happy to find that 
my ſentiments on this topick are ſtrongly 
ſupported by the excellent and humane 
Author of The Principles of Penal Law,” 
a Work which does no leſs credit to the 
heart, than to the judgment and abilities 
CY of 
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of the Writer. He obſerves, That the 
caſe of a confined Debtor, whoſe confine- 


ment is the mere conſequence of inevitable 


Misfortune, without any mixture of cri- 
minality or neglect on his own part, is ex- 


tremely pitiable, and contradictory to every 
Juſt principle of Legiſlation.“* 


May ] not venture to go one ſtep farther 
than this benevolent Writer hath ad- 


vanced, and to ſay, ©* Suppoſing the per- 
ſon confined is not perfectly free from all 
blame; ſuppoſe inſtances of miſconduct 
may be urged againſt him; yet, if he is 
wholly inſolvent; if he hath abſolutely 
and unreſervedly given up all; is not his 
caſe extremely pitiable, if Confinement 


be added to the reſt of his misfortunes: 
and does it not ſeem contradictory to every 
juſt Principle of Legiſlation, to every 
Principle of Equity, of Humanity, of Re- 


ligion, to augment the load of ſuch a 


wretch's woe, by depriving both Society 
and himſelf of any benefit from his fu- 
ture induſtry and labour?“ 

From a numberleſs variety of acci- 
dental circumſtances (ſays the Author juſt 
Oe which happen in the courſe of hu- 
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man tranſactions, it muſt fall to the lot of 
many to become inſolvent. Debtors, there- 
fore, though certainly a ſpecies of Crimi- 
nals, ſhould in general be confidered rather 
as unfortunate than culpable.”” And if 
Debtors in general ſhould be conſidered 
in this view ; if all, under that unhappy 
predicament, have a claim to humane 
treatment,” how much rather ſhould we 
view in this light, ſhould we treat in this 
manner, thoſe, who in the circumſtances 
of Debt juſt now defined are by the uni- 
verſal voice, by the general deciſion of 
Humanity and Policy, Objects of the 
trueſt compaſſion. 

It is on behalf of ſuch that I now appear 
an humble Advocate; imploring your ge- 
nerous and confiderate Aid towards the 
Relief and Enfranchiſement of ſuch poor 


Men as, confined in Priſon for ſmall Debts, 


are unable to pay, and are loſt to their Fa- 
milies and the Publick. The multipli- 
city of Debtors confined in our ſeveral 
Gaols, renders it impotHible for ſo feeble 
an Effort as the preſent to look to, or to 
think of relieving any but ſuch as are 
impriſoned for ſmall Sums. However, 
were an Effort of this kind ſeconded and 

generally 
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generally purſued, doubtleſs numbers of 
theſe unfortunate Men would reap benefit 
from it; and it would prove a temporary 
Supply, a palliative at leaſt, till the wiſdom 
of Legiſlature ſhall think fit to interpoſe, 
and to offer a perfect Remedy for the Evil. 
But, be that Matter as it may; be our 
Efforts ſeconded or not, ſuffice it for us, 
my beloved, that we do our parts as Men, 
and as Chriſtians ; ſuffice it for us, that 
we gratify our Humanity and Benevolence 


with the exquiſite Luxury of contribut- 


ing what we are able, towards the Liber- 
ty, the Comfort, the Peace; towards the 
Deliverance of our Fellow Creatures from 
Impriſonment and Miſery ! If one, if it 
were but one honeſt and worthy Man that 
ſhould reap the Fruits of our charitable 
Aid; if our compaſſionate Hands could 
unlock the Priſon Gates only to one 
diſtreſt and forlorn Sufferer, reſtoring him 
to Freedom, to Induſtry, to his afflicted 


Wife and miſerable Children, ſurely it 


were a Deed truly meritorous in itſelf, 
and ſuch as muſt refreſh the benevolent 
Heart contributing towards it. 

To move ſuch benevolent hearts already 


ſufficiently ſtimulated to acts of Mercy by 


their 
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their own genuine Feelings, I need not 
exaggerate, — indeed it ſeems impoſſible to 
exaggerate the wretched Circumſtances of 
a Man, torn for a little trifling Sum, 
which all his Induſtry has not been able 
to procure, and which, perhaps, has been 
expended in neceſſary Supplies for the 
ſupport of his Family ;—for that trifling 
Sum, torn from his. humble, but beloved 


Dwelling ; torn from the Wife he affec- 


tionately regards; torn from the Children 


dearer to his embraces than Life: his hum- 


ble Subſtance rudely ſeized, and cruelly dif= 
perſed; and himſelf, hurried by the unfeel- 
ing hands of Impoſition and Inſolence to a 
loathſome Priſon ! — there to remain, 
deprived of all the common Comforts of 
Life ; of that free Air, which all-bounteous 
Heaven ordained to breathe on all its 
Creatures ; of that Liberty, which to Man 
is juſtly the moſt invaluable of Bleſſings ; 
of that Peace of Mind,which gives to every 
ſphere of Life its zeſt and reliſh : deprived 
of every means to ſupply his own Wants, 
or that lov'd Family's Wants, which poſſi- 
bly oppreſs him much more than his own ; 
deprived, in ſhort, almoſt deprived even 


of the Wretch's laſt ſource and ſupport, 
| of 
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of Hope itſelf, and left in lonelineſs and 
ſolitude to indulge his own fad Reflec- 
tions; or, what is worſe, far worſe, pre- 
vented perhaps from. indulging thoſe or 
any other Reflections, by the obſtreperous 
and abandoned Crew, who are not leſs 
hardened by their Confinement than by 
their Crimes. 

Oh ye bleſt, and ye Fortunate ! you, 
whomProvidence hath graciouſly exempted 
from theſe complicated Sorrows ; you, 
within whoſe doors importunate Want 
never dares to intrude ; you, who can walk 
forth at will, and enjoy the common boun- 
ties of Heaven—Air, Health, Freedom, 
Peace ;—Come with me, ye happy ones, 
and let us for a moment viſit the diſcon- 
folate Debtor, the Father, the Huſband, 
the Man; ſinking under every ſorrow, 
which Humanity can ſuſtain ; pallid with 
Grief, ſordid in his Dreſs; dejected, 
drooping, miſerable ; Famine, Confine- 
ment, and. Sorrow fixing at once their 
fierce Fangs upon him, and tearing with 
more than vulture keenneſs every ten- 
dereſt ſtring which winds about his heart ! 

Oh, ye bleſt, and ye free! diſdain not 
to viſit, to commiſerate, to relieve ſuch a 


Suf- 
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Sufferer; for he is not only a Man, a Fel- 
low Creature, and fo juſtly.intitled to your 
regard and relief, but he is a Chriſtian ; 
and in viſiting and relieving him, — hear, O 
Heaven, and give ear, O Earth, to the 
great, the aſtoniſhing, the animating 


Truth !—In viſiting and relieving him, 


you viſit and relieve even Chriſt himſelf ; 
for thus runs the ſacred, the ſolemn De- 
claration, from the mouth of that ever 
gracious Redeemer I was in Priſon, and 
ye came unto ME. 

Were there no reaſons of ** Policy, 
or of ſympathetic Humanity to urge; were 
it impoſſible to offer any arguments of 
true Pity and Compaſſion in behalf of un- 
fortunate and inſolvent Priſoners; yet, 
ſurely, it were enough with Chri/tians to 
awaken all their zeal, and to call forth all 
their aid, to hear that their great, their 
glorious and ever- bleſſed Maſter ; He who, 
when they were Debtors indeed, and had 
nothing to pay, not only frankly forgave, 
but died to diſcharge their Debt ; He, who 
ever lives to reward their Munificence, and 
to crown with eternal bleſſings their acts 
of Benevolence and Mercy; to hear im 
declare, that in viſiting and relieving the 

D Priſoner, 
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Priſoner, they in fact viſit and relieve Him : 
That whatever they charitably do even 
to the leaſt of thoſe Fellow Creatures, 
whom he condeſcends to call His Brethren, 
he eſteems and receives it as done unto 

himſelf ; In as much as ye have done it unta 
the leaſt of theſe My BRETHREN, ye have 
done it UNTO ME! 

It is not poſſible to produce a more 
convincing argument than this, of that 
great poſition with which I ſet out, and 
which I have endeavoured to prove; That 
a ſpirit of Humanity is the great, the diſ- 
tinguiſhing characteriſtic of the Chriſtian 
Religion.” The divine Author of that 
Religion, on his ſolemn ſeat of awful and 
tremendous judgment hath conſtituted the 
ſacred acts of Humanity and Benevolence, 
as the ſolemn, the deciſive teſts of his 
eternal approbation or diſpraiſe: Who then 
ſhall dare to neglect or deſpiſe thoſe ſacred 
Acts? 

Be it ours, dearly beloved, to excel in 
all ſuch Acts: And, with a view to that 
tremendous day, let us be ſolicitous, dur- 
ing this ſhort time of trial allowed us, to 
improve every occafion afforded us of 
doin g * of ſhewing mercy and loving 

kind- 
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kindneſs. In the preſent inſtance eſpe- 


cially, let us demonſtrate not only that 
the genuine ſpirit of Chriſtianity influences 


our Souls, but let us add a further proof 


of that National Spirit, which we have aſ- 
ſerted to be the conſequence of the former, 
as well as the happy characteriſtic of our 
times; Let us add, I ſay, a farther and a 
noble proof of it, by liberally contributing 
towards the relief of the unhappy Debtor, 
by ſetting open the doors of Confinement, 
and letting the Priſoner go free. 

Thus ſhall we gratify the beſt and moſt 
honourable feelings of our nature; thus 
ſhall we reſtore to many Fellow Creatures 
ſome of the higheſt Comforts and Privi- 
leges which belong to Mankind; thus 


ſhall we deliver the Poor that cry, and the 
affiited who have none to help them; thus 


the bleſſings of them who are ready to periſh 


will come upon us ; and thus, which is infi- 


nitely more than all, the Bleſſings of HIM 
will come upon us, who is no leſs boun- 
teous than he is almighty to beſtow: and 
to whom, the great Judge of Men, be 
aſcribed all Honour and Glory, now and 
for evermore. Amen. 
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